Northwest and Tom -
Making a good matkch

By Robert Galler

7 ashington-based trainer Tom

Wenzel does not have your typt-

< horseman profile. If you're
locking for cowboy boots you won't find
them or the rattle of bvs saber. This softly
since the inception of Emerald Downs,
been very mach the gueet achiever. Never
one to overstate his accomplishments, at
2 youthfdl 45 years of age, Tom has really
corme into his own, heading what is aegu-
ably the most dite bam on the grounds.

This year fis stable numbers, up
shghtly from the previouws, hover in the low
0=, over a third of whech are 2-Y-Osand 13
3-year-olds.

“La=t year, | had told owness that with
10 many young horses, it's going to be 2 fttle
slowes 've alwarys had a tendency with 2-Y-
0= to wait with them and with the cheaper
stock %o move them 2long at the claim box
just from an economic standpoet”

Such patience has continued to pay
dividerds for his loyal owners, in particular
Northwest Farms. The sparking maiden
specal weight win by 2-year-old frst-
teme startes, Exclugve Diva, a daughter of
Bermadini and the featurs race success that
same day, July 9, of 3-year-old filly Ross Se-
serve, her third win this campaign, helped
cement Tom 23 the Longhorn Barbacus
Trairer of the Week award winner. It was
an honor that could pust as easly been
bestowesd upon him two weeks pnoe, gven
the performances by his Northwest farms
stakes runners, Elustee Noise and Rainier
Ice on Emeraid Dowres" Frish Day, June 26

In the $50,000 Insh Day Handicap,
Elusve Noce showed her metal by wining
cthes 3-year-cld fllies, turning the tables
cn hot faverite (Jass Induded on ther
initial stretch-cant 10 the mile. She fended

off a double-pronged attack from the top
of the lane o prevad by 2 haf length, Class
Incdhuced nosed out the plucky and promis-
ing For You My Heart Sor sacond.

Busive Notse fifted her recoed to three
wire froen four fifetme starts. It was Tom's
13th Emerald Downs stakes win and 13th
win for the season from 3B starters, his 342

win percentage and 684 in-the-money

percentage, the highest of any trainer. Her
stakes victory was especally gratifying gv-
en that this sexson, long-time ownes and
breeder Jerre Paxton who heads Northwest
Farms, has entrusted him with maore of his
high-priced stock

“Woen Bob McMears was slowing
down, | think Jemrswas locking for a couple
of tramers. He gare= Donis (Harwood) some
and me some She had a litte moee success
with them early on than me. Then [ gota
few, some decent, some second tier and last
year 3 few more. His horses, they all have
decent to them You can spend 2
lot of money on a horse and stil not get 2
good runnes but it's just a matter of manag-
ing those types of horses and getting them
in the spots where they @an be successiul
no matier what ther pedigrees ane”

Northwest Farms captured the insh
Horizon, trained by Dees Harwood so the
win by Busive Noise drew immediate com-
pansons snce she is by the same stalion,
Ehzgive Quality. Torn knew his filly was bred
to go long but her conformation left im
thenking there wese distance limitations.
Elusive Horizon wasn't 2 great sprinter
yet cored strength and power in routes.
Ehssive Notse, however, has been quite the
firebal in sprints.

“hian (Gutierez) set reasonable frac-
bons She ran pretty dam wek. They had
their chance 1o gat her down the lane and
again late in the ane”

A mere two races later, male counter-
part, Ranier los 2ppeared to have pufled
off a siméar feat in the second of the dou-
ble stakes header, the 550,000 Pepsi-Cola
Handicap, overpowering nvais in 2 blarket
finish where less than 2 length separated
the first five horses home.

T didn’t know from the pan shot that
we'd come over that much. [t seernad that
Gallyn (Mitchedl} was reaching to hit him
nght-handed when be ducked into his left
lead that stacked them up at the wire. I'm
ond horse hiad momentum that we would
nct have foaght back”

After lengthyy detberation, the stewards
rded the interference by the winner sgnifi-

the Emerald
Downs season, Tom Wenze! has the hottest

barn on the grounds.

Just over half-way through

cant not only o the runnes-up Zayda but
2ls0 to others to their inside cught upin the
chain reaction, disqualfying Rainier ke from
frstand refegating him to fourth behind
the favorite Wintes Warlock and Acbumn
Northwest Farme 2 prized staloes double.

Tom concedes that his risng star & stll
shalong off the cobwebs fom a late start to
his career.

“He was 2 May colt last year and was
2 rtle bst immature. He locks kind of
Northern Dancer. He is almast §ke a spider
with legs that traved sasily going in any
direction”

Hiz raw talent was evdenced in hes de-
but win a3 2 2year-old last Septernbes with
anine length romp in 2 520,000 maiden
damer 2t 6 furongs and by 2 sparkding
come from behind score almost eight
months later in 2 $25,000 waiver claimes at
the same distance.

“To be able to wave the claim and not
hawe to run aganst the best horses imme-
diately Jlowsd me to take a few shots with
hirn and develop him [new he was a very
good colt but did not want to be too hard
on fes shrs”

The shin soreness appeared to raise its
head again in his most recent stakes bid,
the Seatte Slew Handicap (1-1/16emles),
Ranier lce attempted to cvercome 2 wide
poat by laying a lot dicser than nommal
and taking the lead reade the 18 pole but
weakened cut of the money in the finaf fur-
long on a track that had been min-affectad.
It waxs a tough day for the bam as eardier
n the card, Elusve Notse also
to fall victim to 3 change of tactics in the
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equivalern stakes race for fllies, the Kemt
Handicap In her case, it was the reverse
scenarnio whereby the effort to try and rate,
found her wanting in the home stretch and
out the money.

Not one to panic, Tom apples himself
kesled demeanor has proven an asset inan
industry that swings from haghs to lowes in

hearntbeat

a

I mtemakze things pretty quiet. fm
not much of 2 rafr-rafrrah type when | win
or domn-in-the-durmps when | lcse but |
probably spend more time than | should
trying to fix things or correct something
that doesn’t go sowel”

Tom will now take a wait and see 2p-

to both Ehasve Noise and Rainier lce
on whether they take to

the fiedd the weekend of Aug. 13 and 14 for
the Emerald Qals 2nd Derby respectrvely.

With a string of top-notch owners that
WMMIM&WM
track President Ron Crockett, for whom he
won the 2007 Longacres Mile with The Geeat
Face, Tomn remains selective and precse in
everything conmected to his operation.

T'm not 2 control freak by ary means
but | want things organized The chart |
make every night is wery structured. | know
who 2 icing and what time they are going
to gallop in the moming. You get surprses
“all the time. Things happen to horses, they
et banged up 50 you have to be prepared.
The lucky part is mast of my guys have
been with me a whie now and so | dont
have to do 2 lot of baby-=tting. They know
what | expect”

Anintegral part to the Wenzel tearn =
s two exerase nders Juan Madngal and
Jase Siva They ar=both helpful to Toem n

than | am 2 horse tramer. I'm still bearming
what works 2 far 25 conditicning and what
doesn't. Every year, you never stop leaning.
Cint Roberts told me that. As scon as you
think you've gotit i Higured out, you're
gong to be scratching your heod when
one runs poorly. It makes you wonder,
what am | missng here?”

Tom comiines his academic smarts
with years of expenience at having Fandi-
Capped the game. Importantly, he came up
through the ranks with old school trainers
such as Tom Burfingame and Jerry Base-
gquette who really understood the value of
leg work.

“Tve been out on my own since Emer-

aid opened in 1996, | was Tom Burfingame's
assstant his bst two years in Seattie and
he was my mentor as far xs NG me
the opes. He slugged it out with the mid
and lower daimers. To be rmal honest, in
leaming how to train horses, trying to get
the cheaper horses 1o run is way mors chat-
lenging than getting the good hores to
run The good horses, they will run for mest
anybody. Trudging through the bottorn
damers and l=aming how to work with
those horses, s kind of paying your dues”

“When | was younges, | hung around 2
couple of trainers in Yakirna. | got to know
Benny Harnis and his family really well. My
barm was right next to him in Yakima and
I would always be picking his mind. Jerry
Bosequette, was ancther old-timer that
befriended me He was out of Spolane and
has since passed away but | spent a lot of
time with hirn 2t Longacres 2z well 2 Ya-
lorna. He was around the racetrack before
vets were even on the grounds. He was
really old schoal as far as Jegs and what
to do. | was taught st that 2 lot of guys
probably don't get to see anyrnore”

Taking to Tom about his herses, yoo
can see the wheels tuming, bringing up
the aratormical visoal in his mind. He
concedes that he was already half-aay
Frough his communications degree at the
University bedore the racing
bug had truly caught him.

“Locking at it now, it's much dearer to
me. | would have probably gone to Wash-
ington State and tned to be 3 vetasinarian. |
aways lked animals but was just a litthe bit
more o sports than | was o animals 2t
that trme. We went raong in high school 2
few times but | got way more mterested in
collngs when | was at UW.| started working
the backside mry first year cut of college”

Like every trxner, Tom has had his
share of di t The abrupt end
to the promising career of 2010 Top Juve-
nile Fily, Lady Golightly, come 2 ashock o
us all No sooner had the brightest star of
Matty G added the Diane Kem [E5E) on'WA
Cup Doy 10 her Barbara Shinpoch Stakes
(1 mile} success, than she was fighting for
her e with complications Fom surgery to
dear up a major repiratory infection. Her
sihuation was touch-and-go for a while and
Tem perscoally worked on her every day to
nurss her back 1o health. Though she will
never race agan, she is stationed on the
grounds undes his scnutiy with an ey= on
her future 25 2 beoodmare.

Surgery and recovery Jso formed port

of the stary of 2007 Longacres Mile winnes,
The Gemat Face. High on him as 2 3-year-
old, Torn was forced to put his expectations
on hold the following season as his bud-
ding star was sidelfined for mvach of it, first
with an entrapped epiglottis and later with
adeeply bruised hool

“I struggied with him a3 2 4-year-cid -
we onfy started hien twice - and 30 it made
hirn a wery fresh horse 2 2 S-yearcld We
were considering the Mile and when we
put him in the Mount Ramer, he was able
to steal away, able to refax well and keep 10
his tazk. A lot of horses have speing-board-
«d off of that race and done wesl, especally
speed horses into the Mile &t is now history
that The Great Face ralied the length of the
stretch to prevad by a head in 2 thriller over
the Juricr Coffey trained Rase The Bluff,
prowding owner Ron Crodkett with 2 rane
first and second place finish in the calen-
dar's premier race.

The Great Face fit the profie of
previcess and subsequent Longacres Mile
winners.

“You don't usually get 2 horse ke No
Geaway that doses like he did. It tends
to be moee of 2 Sabertooth, Edneator, The
Great Face, Hamethrowintesan, Noosa
Beach - horses that have great tactical
speed They can go to the front if they want
to or by just off and they an move 2t any
time. They are the horses that have tended
to do continually well and been successhul
n the Mile”

A reguler ot the WTEA sles and at
times, Keeneland, Torn weites notes onev
ery horse and takes 3 Jeaf out of the book
of veteran horsernan Bud Kiokstad whose
2-year-clcs dominated in the exly years
2t Emerald Downs and whe trained the

Ropersandwranglers.

“Bud never sad too much. He never
gawe cut too mmany secrets at all but he had
2 sharp ey for a horse He just continu-
ally bought horses that coddd unand 50|
would make alf my notes at these sales and
I'd watch the hoeses Bud bought. What was
1t about those types of horses locally here
that appealed to him? Evertually | was able
figure 2 few things cut. There were a few
things i my notes that | would continually
write 3bout a horse that kept showing up
n peetty fair racehorses”

Tom remnains focused on the local
scene butis not adverse to a wintes stint or
pitcEng a dass horse against the big qura
He compaigned successfully in the winter
of 200203 at Turf Paradise in Phoentc
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“We took down about 15 to 18 horses
and ran them in the right spots.”

Ircnically, Fis king-pin colt at the time,
Slew Of The Nightt with whoen be had
hoped to pick off a few stakes wins, was
shipped to (lliforrea in 2 change of heart
bry the cwner mere days after Tom had
abeady amrned in the Southwest.

shipped him to Mike Harnngton
the nest week No, be did well He was 2
good horse but one of those unfortunate
things | just ended up trading dollers and
trading cut a certain group of horses for
here down there. The thing & if 'm going
down there, | want to go with at least fve
to 10 menimum and with one hors= that |
think can realfy tear it up and make it worth
my whie 10 run two households and trave

because it’s haed encwgh to make money
¥ it & in this business and it has to be the
nght type of horse to be able to do that
Marry of my horses run mast of the season
and then they get 2 good break”

Winiters off are not only kinderaon the
horses but on relaticnships too. Tom and
his wile Mefissa are very happiy mamied.
The youngest of five sbiings - two older
brothers and two sisters - Tom enjoys his
Northwest roots. Growing up in Tacoma
may wel be part of what Kas made him so
humble and down-to-earth.

Tve always operated on the principle
that | want the horses to do the tallang for
m’

With 2n in-the-money stnke rate that
towers over his competiton and a win

taly into the second half of the meet that
exceeds that of his previous season total,
who could possibly argue with that?

Robert Geller has boen
the one and onfy voice
of Emarold Downs stnce
the track s inception

v 1996 and has ofso
been trock anmouncer
ot the highly seccessful
Sundand Park Roce-
trock & Casino for over
odecode Prior to moving to the US, he served
&-1/2 yoars os the comemantator for the
Royol Hong Rong Club and learmed his
craft in his hometown of Malbourne, Austrolia.
His articies hove appeared intemationally &=
magazings sudh as Recetrack and Racing Workd

presented its 2011 Industry
Service Award to Arkansas
HEPA President and National
HEPA Secretary-Treasures
and past president Eill
Walmsley to recognize, hon-
of, and express its gratitude
to him for his active invoive-

to the Nabonal HEPA over

the past two decades. During that time,
Waldey has served at different times as
NHEPAs President, Vice President for the
Southern Region, Secretary-Treasurer,
and o Board member. He akso has served
as the NHEPAS representative on the
Natioral Thoroughbeed Raong Assoda-
ton (NTRAJ's Board of Directors.

Walmsley = dways quick to oedit
his wife, kanes, for her help and support
in his efforts to serve the HEPA and the
thousands of horsemen and women it

over the years.

“Bill's selfiess dedication, efferts, and
wise couresed to the National HEPA aver
the [ast two decades have been instne-
mental i uniting and strengthening the
organization and raising its prominence
and leved of respact withen the incustry.
It has beesn an honor and joy to serve

Bill Walmsley named National HBPA’s 2011 Industry Service Award winner

alongside bern on behalf of the National
HEPA said current Natioral HEPA Presi-
dent and Chairman loe Santanna.

Beorn in Bald Knob, Ak, Walmsley
attended Arkanzas Colege, whese he
served 25 Student Councal President
and zarned 2 scholarship as part of the
basketbal team. Walmsley went on to
earn his law degree from University of
Arkansas.

After practiong law for frve years,
Walmsley bunched 2 successful came
paign for a seat on the Arkansas State
Senate. He served as a state senator in
Arkansas for 12 years.

In 1993, Walmsley was elected pres-
dent of the Arkansas HEPA. Two years
later, he wies ako elected peesident of
the Naticnal HEPA, 2 position he held for
four years. Walmaiey served o Avkan-

s35 HBPA President #om
1933 through 2003, and he

Thoroughbred industry. Bil
was an =iy proponent of
the NTRA and due to his exceptional pes-
suasive xills was able to secure aseat on
the initial NTRA Board for horsemen”

The resolution went on to say, “The
Eoard finally wishes to recognize that
Eill continwes to be a woice of reason as
ammtﬂomdmnbua&mhd
vizble solutions to the mast
tssues and in large part because of his
experience and wise counsel, the Na-
tional HBPA, 2z an organization, contin-
wes to achiewe national recognition 233
Thoroughbred industry leades”

The Naticnal HEPA is the largest
horsemen’s representative assoaation
with over 30,000 afffiated horsemen
across North Amenca. Big Dee's Tack &
Vet Supplies, Equindine com, and Horse-
man Labor Solutions prowdly sporsoe
the Naticnal HEPA
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